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Why Iconography? Because a picture is worth 

a thousand wordséif you know what it means 
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Chauncy Hall School, Boston, 1835 Thorp Arch Seminary, Yorkshire, 1811 



Some Definitions 

Iconography 
Á Description and classification of images based on their meaning rather than their 

form; the imagery or symbolism of a work of art or body of art 

Á The traditional or conventional images or symbols associated with a subject, 

especially a religious or legendary subject 

 From the Greek icon meaning ñpictureò and graphia meaning  ñwritingò or 

ñdescriptionò ï literally ñpicture writingò or ñdescription  of picturesò 

Allegory 
Á The expression by means of symbolic fictional figures and actions of truths or 

generalizations about human existence 

Á An instance (as in a story or painting) of such expression 
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Athena in Greek Mythology  

ÁOne of the primary Olympian gods, also known 

as ñAthena Parthenosò or ñPallas Athenaò 

ÁSubject of an extensive and varied mythology 

ÁCharacterized by her wisdom and strength 

ÁPatron of  craftsmen and artisans 

ÁKey attributes include: 

- Fully dressed, with helmet, spear, shield and aegis with 

the Gorgoneion 

- Unsmiling, intense gaze 

- Often accompanied by her sacred Owl and/or snake 

- Sometimes holds Nike (Victory) and/or a wreath 

- Occasionally takes the form of Mentor 
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Nashville recreation of the Athena 

Parthenos originally in the Parthenon 

(42 ft. tall, with 8 lbs. of gold leaf) 



Minerva in Roman Mythology   

ÁRoman goddess equated with 

the Greek goddess Athena 

ÁKey attributes very similar to 

Athena, including: 

- Fully dressed, with helmet, spear, 

shield and aegis with the 

Gorgoneion 

- Unsmiling, intense gaze 

- Often accompanied by her  Owl 
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The Minerva Bowl, 1st Century AD, 

from the Hildesheim Treasure now in the 

Antikensammlung Berlin (Altes Museum) 



Comparing Athena and Minerva ï  

Two Medals by William Key, c. 1875 

Athena ï Greek Helmet Minerva ï Roman Helmet 
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Athena on Ancient Greek Coins 
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Athens, Tetradrachm, 450-420 BC 
ÁAthena, wearing a wreath 

ÁOwl, olive twig, legend: ȷŪȺ 

Corinth, Stater, 375-300 BC 
ÁAthena, wearing a Corinthian helmet; 

E and rose behind 

ÁPegasus flying left; koppa below 



Athena on Ancient Greek Coins (2) 
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Macedon, Distater, 336-323 BC 
-Alexander as Athena 

-Nike holding wreath and scepter; thunderbolt to the left 

Thrace, Lysimachos, Stater, 323-281 BC 
-Alexander, wearing a diadem and horn of Ammon 

-Athena holding Nike in her outstretched right hand 

Pergamon, Eumenes I, Tetradrachm, 250-241 BC 
-Laureate head of Philetairos 

-Athena crowning dynastic name with wreath 



Minerva on Ancient Roman Coins 

11 

Republic, C. Veibius Vaarus, Denarius, 42 BC 
ÁHercules bearded, wearing laureate diadem 

ÁMinerva standing, holding Victory and spear/shield 

Domitian, Aureus, 90-91 AD 
ÁDomitian laureate, DOMITIANVS AVGVSTVS 

ÁMinerva holding thunderbolt and spear; shield at side; 

GERMANICVS COS XV 

Domitian, Aureus, 92-94 AD 
ÁDomitian laureate, DOMITIANVS AVGVSTVS 

ÁMinerva standing on prow, brandishing javelin in one 

hand and holding a shield; owl at her feet 
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Renaissance Included Classical Iconography 
Iconologia of Cesare Ripa (1593, Hertel edition 1758-60) 

Perspicacity Protection 
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Bronze Medal ï Helen of Troy and The 

Judgment of Paris (Italy, 16th century) 
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ȺȿȺɁȼ ȷȼȿȷȽȷ ɆũȷɅɇȼɆ ȸȷɆȽȿȽɆɆȷ ï ñHelen Queen of Spartaò 

ȷȾȷŪȷɅȽɃɆ ũȷɅȽȹɃɆ ȾɅȽɆȽɆ ï ñFoul Parisôs Judgmentò 



Tribute to Jacopo Nizzola da Trezzo, 

by Antonio Abondio (1572)  
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ARTIBVS QVAESITA GLORIA ï  ñFame acquired through artò 


